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The Japan Institute of Architects (JIA) Architects Club Kinyonokai Talk Event

"WELCOMING THE WEST JAPAN'S GRAND RESORT HOTELS" Publication Book Talk

Reflecting on a time of transition

WELCOMING THE WEST

JAPAN'S GRAND RESORT HOTELS

Andrea P. Leers
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Tuesday, May 8, 2018, Tuesday, 19: 00 - 21: 00 (reception starts at 18:30)

Andrea P. Leers

FAIA, Principal and co-founder of Leers Weinzapfel Associates
Moderator : Hisao Kohyama & Kazumasa Yamashita

Interpreter : Shigeru Yamaki AIA
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: frdmjia@gmail.com 4 H : 070-1265-7008 ({7#)

: Japan Architects Association JIA Hall 1F Building Club

2-3-18 Jingumae Shibuya-ku TEL : 03-3408-8291

: The Japan Institute of Architects (JIA)

Kanto-Koshinetsu Kinyonokai
(Representative Keiko Kubota)
NPO Building Education Promotion Organization

: General 2,000 yen (Including food and beverage)

Student free

: Certification program 2 units

¢ Anyone can join

¢ https://goo.gl/YcWZMz (Automatic reception)

: frdmjia@gmail.com that day : 070-1265-7008 (Sato)
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Fuji View Hotel, interior detail
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Nikko Kanaya Hotel Fuji View Hotel, lobby
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7 v F L7 EfEME “Made to Measure: the Work of Leers Weinzapfel Associates”
From left : Cover, Penn Chiller Plant, MGH Museum of Medical History, and
Design Building UMass Amherst.
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Andrea P. Leers Profile

Principal and co-founder of Leers Weinzapfel Associates, Andrea Leers is
an internationally recognized leader in urban, campus and civic design.
Work of her practice is widely recognized with over 100 national and
regional awards, including the 2007 AIA National Firm Award. A
monograph “Made to Measure: the Work of Leers Weinzapfel Associates”
was published in 2011 by Princeton University Press. She is the former
Director of the Master in Urban Design Program and Adjunct Professor
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design, and has taught at Yale,
University of Pennsylvania, University of Virginia, and the Tokyo
Institute of Technology. She is currently Commissioner for the Mayor’s
Boston Civic Design Commission, and is a member of the University of
Washington Architectural Commission. She was Visiting Artist at the
American Academy in Rome and Chaire des Amériques at the University
of Paris, Sorbonne.
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Book introduction

Since opening its shores to the outside world in the late nineteenth
century, Japan has sustained an active relationship of cultural exchange
with the West. Japan's grand resort hotels, built during the era between
the Restoration of the Meiji Emperor in 1868 until the onset of war in
the late 1930s, are some of the most engaging and enduring examples of
this cross-fertilization. Eager to champion both its national identity and
its status as a modern nation, Japanese hoteliers looked to adapt
Western hotel standards to the aesthetic and cultural demands of the
Japanese archipelago. With their buildings they provided glamorous
settings in which worldly Japanese and curious Westerners could mingle.
The grand hotels are romantic hybrids of Beaux Arts grandeur and
Japanese temple and shrine motifs, and offer the pleasures of both
architectural traditions. They straddle two worlds, being both familiar
and exotic to visitors and locals alike.

Welcoming the West focuses on the history and design of six of these
grand resort hotels: the Nara, the Fujiya, the Nikko Kanaya, the Fuji
View, the Biwako, and the Gamagori. Built at a pivotal moment when
Japan’s architectural traditions were latent with change and possibility,
they are a manifestation of an unprecedented exchange of ideas wrought
in timber, stone, and concrete.





