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1 &> 2 The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, often called simply Great Britain, is

United Kingdom

centers, to the small towns and villages that nestle charmingly within the tranquil, hilly countryside.
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\ A comprised of England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. Most of the country, which covers an area about two-thirds the
\ N NI size of Japan, is filled with wide plains and gently rolling hills. The population is about 62 million. The UK does have major cities
AR like London, but to discover the landscapes thought most typical of the country, you have to go outside the major urban
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a constitutional monarchy
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%—I t ri House & Garden
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Gardening is widespread passion in England. No matter how small the residence, you’ Il almost always find a garden beside it. (Many will be surprised to find that,
even when the lot has a very narrow frontage and a very depth, there will be a long, narrow garden running alongside!) The original gardens of Europe were the
wide expanses found on aristocratic estates, but the focus has gradually sifted toward the garden of the individual dwelling. The point of an English garden is to
display plants flourishing in their natural state. One person who had a huge influence on English garden design was the horticulturist Gertrude Jekyll, who part-
nered with the architect Sir Edwin Landseer Lutyens in the design of many house and garden combinations. Their celebrated collaboration resulted in many
charming and slightly nostalgic houses and cottages, set in gardens filled with changing foliage.
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Munsteadwood (home of Gertrude Jekyll), designed by Edwin Lutyens.
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gallery, public library, etc. This kind of integrated development is still very special.
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New Apartment Developments
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Though not as numerous as in Japan, new apartment developments are being developed in
England. Though built with traditional brick, the prospects do not pay much attention to his-
torical continuity. Semi-detached houses with two adjoining residences are more often seen
than single detached dwellings. As you get closer to the cities, these buildings will house
flats instead. The trend for high-rise residential buildings, similar to Japan’ s high-rise “Man-
sion” apartment buildings, is definitely on the upswing.

Preference for Older Houses

It is said that the lifespan of a Japanese house is
about one-third that of an English house. In contrast
to Japan, where the urge to build oneself a new home
is very strong, the English in general believe that the
older the building, the more valuable it is, and thus
when they’ re ready for a move, they usually find some
older structure, remodel, and move in. Houses of
close to a hundred years in age are not uncommon,
and the market for older homes is well developed.
Along with the preference for older homes, homeown-
ers are constantly making minor improvements to their
current residences, thus extending the lives of these
structures, an attitude quite different from the scrap-
and-build mentality of the Japanese. In England, as in
other European countries, the charming views and tra-
ditional look of urban areas are considered part of the
national heritage. With that in mind the freedom to
build is often strictly regulated, and developers are ob-
ligated to preserve the look and feel of the neighbor-
hoods in which they build.

With earthquakes there are rare as well, the English,
so unlike Japan where the new is always the best, are
inclined to allow their homes to age with grace and
charm, and this in turn contributes to the long useable
lives of these structures.
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New housing development being built in Essex
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