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local fortresses.
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In 1994 the reconstruction of several historic villages in the central region of Portugal began. The overall strategy

was to reconstruct 12 villages in a unified manner, and maintain the network between them;the idea was to

construct a durable infrastructure and meet local demands to promote the area as a tourist destination. This would in

addition strengthen the vitality of Portugal s domestic culture. Most of the villages sprang up in the Roman era around

With the urgent need for an economic and social transformation, a system of sharedresponsibility

between state and local governments was established, prompting the revival of neighborhoods and local cooperative institutions.
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This village was established in the 1st to 4th centuries BCE by the Romans as an important connecting point between Merida,

now in Spain and Braga, now in Portugal.

Geologically the area is classified as a schist region, but local buildings are constructed from a combination of granite and schist. One Roman writer asserted that
the granite building materials were transported here from Monsanto, and the current village was built with the materials found in the Roman ruins.

The village abounds in buildings of cultural significance,

for ongoing events,
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The village of Monsanto centers on an ancient fortress located on a small rocky hill.
Since in ancient times people believed in the sacred power of megaliths,

it was only natural for them to pick such a place as the foundation of their Ilives.
These days the village is gaining in popularity as a place to have to a second home.

which creates a unified landscape.
existence of a master architecture whose hand helped shaped the entire vicinity. Not only is the cathedral an important cultural treasure,

and thus is a significant presence in the modern life of the village.

in the middle of the village testifies to the
it is also put to good use

The symbolic cathedral
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It is said that originally Lusitanian shepherds built this village in the mountains to escape
the summer heat. The houses are constructed from the local schist, and the frequent rains in
the area give the village a rather dark and damp look, quite a rare sight in Portugal.

With abundant restaurants and lodgings, Piodao has become a well|l known tourist destination.




