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' American residences fall roughly into 3 main height classes: high-rise, mid-rise, and low-rise. This is mainly due to the

| economic factor of high land prices in city centers, which necessitate high-rise, high density residentical structures, although

this is influenced by local geography and history as well. Because the traditional large cities of the east coast like New York,

Boston, and Philadelphia developed in the 19th and early 20th centuries, before the advent of the automobile, you can still l e
. Sse——" see many mid-rise brick residences — brownstones and townhouses — densely built in the centers of these cities. SEEE (Hiroshi Asano)
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The lush greenery of a Seattle neighborhood.
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New public housing development in the Seattle suburbs.
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Tire swings hanging from trees along the street.
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Group of condominiums built mid-rise to high-rise provides
scenic views from each unit.
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Mid-rise condominiums near Pike Place Market.
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Apartment building providing both central courtyard
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and views of the harbour.

Because the cities of the American West developed along with the
widespread proliferation of the automobile, neighborhood and residence
patterns are quite diffferent. For example, the placement of alleys
between regular streets to allow access to garages, and in the suburbs,
the widening of the frontage to allow driveways, and the use of the
ground floor area as a garage.

The West Coast was rich in forest resources and prone to earthquakes, but
had few skilled bricklayers. Thus one notable feature of the cities was the
frequent use of wooden construction. Many American cities, in contrast to
Japan, are rich in trees, shrubbery and other greenery. Not only in parks
and plazas, but on almost every neighborhood street, along the
sidewalks, will be found an abundance of planted trees. In summer this
creates a kind of shaded arcade so dense that the surrounding houses are
hard to see.

Common sights on American residential streets include swings made of
old tires hanging from the trees, and the ubiquitous yard sales and garage
sales where the front lawns and driveways are filled with household
appliances and old clothing for sale. This use of street and front lawns as
places of neighborhood social interaction is frequently depicted in
Hollywood movies.

Mid-rise and high-rise condominiums (in Japan these are termed
‘manshon’, from the English word ‘mansions’) are increasing in the city
centers. This is due to lifestyle changes as ‘empty nesters’ (those whose
children have grown and left home) tire of the onerous upkeep of large
single-family homes in the suburbs, and move back into the cities.

One point of great contrast with Japan is the fact that an older building on
a piece of land has little downward impact on the land price; in fact, it’'s
the other way around, and stately, older structures are considered more
valuable than newer ones. It is common to repair, renovate, and add to the
structure as needed, as if one intended to live there for another hundred
years. Ecologically speaking this is a very important point.
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Residential area with luxuriant foliage lining the streets.
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Condominiums lining the seafront avenue.
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Yard sale held in the same garden.
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(7 RIVIE(E - 53R architect and resident of Seattle)




