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Creating an alternative urban housing prototype and urban design process in Japan

[HiERA 25> Makuhari Baytown
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buildings, zoning of building types( middle-rise, high-rise
etc), mix of uses of ground floors assimilated to public
streets, with inner courts in each blocks. Public parks,
schools and other public buildings are also so designed as
to enhance easy and comfortable pedestrian amenity.
These fundamental principles must provide good, urban
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design guide lines in 215t century Japanese city.
Furthermore, in order to enrich space quality, to create
diversity, to ensure long time sustainability, upon any
construction activities, severe but flexible design review
procedures are applied and enforced. As a result, it has

achieved to produce good housing commodities and made
remarkable success in the housing market.
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Realization of Public Private Partnership
and collaboration of experts

The strong and uninterrupted will of the major developer,
the governor and Enterprise Agency of Chiba Prefecture
has built up this project. But without positive collaboration
of private housing developers, this rather complicated
project with market untested design and unique, rather
troublesome procedure for passing through administrative
procedure .would never have been realized; certainly, a

Makuhari Bayiown, an experimental housing city

Makuhari District in Chiba City 1s a multi-functional, successful model of PPP.

planned regional, nuclei city developed on reclaimed land Professionals who have been engaging in this project over
along Tokyo Bay located 25km east from central Tokyo, in 20years by now, contributed a great deal too. Basic

which Makuhari Baytown comprises a part. concepts are provided by them and they stand in between
The latter’s area covers 84ha with planned 9,400 dwelling public and private sectors and try to keep the quality of
units. At a glance, it looks like modeled after a conventional  design as high as possible throughout the development
European city but it is an exceptional, experimental city stages through severe market fluctuations. They have
developed under completely different rules and procedures intervened in improving and shifting design conditions
from modern planned housing estates and from unplanned which are out of their reach in normal situations. That
urban bu1ldmg agglomerations on the planned land ilnplies desirable role of professionals‘

readjustment street patterns in post war Japan. | / ' <D & | : _
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development, with super-block, priority of automobile Prefecture to City government. Residents, shopkeepers, R R AE) | 4 N y |
traffic on the streets, detached pavilion type housing blocks business firms have recently established an association ' 4 ' / \r] i |
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The longstanding efforts of this experimental city are

handed down from public agencies and developers to

municipality and residents and hopefully to future “k
generations.

public significance.

Inserting proper scale urban block as human scale,
mid-units of urban tissue, it’s urban design principles start
with proper space relationships of streets and perimeter
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Makuhari Baytown




